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IN THE CLAIMS^ 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer- implemented method of matching a buyer and a seller 
of goods; the method comprising: 

receiving, at an online site, registration information from q r e giatering user a plurality of 
registrations, wherein [[the]] each registration infbmiation includes a universal product code for 
[[an]] a respective ite m, an identification of the respective user, and a buv/sell ind ir^r rtifft 
indicates whether the respective user Is a seller or a buver for the respective item. 

when a first r egistration of the plurality of registrations is received searching a database 
containing the plurality of registrations for a complementary match, wherein the complementary 
match must cnntain^ ft ^niyftfflffl pr oduct code that is identical to the universal product code of the 
first registration and a buv/sell indicator that is opposite to the buv/sell indicator of the first 
registration: and 

responsive to identifying amotohod uoori complementary match, n otifying the user of the 
match, wher e in th e universal product cod e of th e item in th e matched wf oxoetly matohoe fo e 
universal product code of the horn id e ntifi e d by the rogiatoring uoer. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the registering user is a 
seller and the step of identifying a matched user comprises conducting an auction at which 
multiple potential buyers competitively bid against one another with the matched user being 
designated winning potential buyer* 

4. (Original) The method as recited in claim 3 9 wherein the winning potential buyer is a 
potential buyer offering the highest price for the item* 

5. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the registering user is a buyer and 
the step of identifying a matched user comprises conducting a reverse auction in which a plurality 
of potential sellers bid to sell the item to the registering user with the matched user being a 
winning potential seller. 
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6. . (Original) The method as recited in claim 5, wherein the winning potential seller is the 
potential seller offering a lowest selling price for the item. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the registering user is a buyer and 
the registration information includes a maximum price willing that the buyer is willing to pay for 
the item. 

9. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the registration Information includes 
a description of the condition of the item. 

10. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the registering user is a seller and 
the registration information includes a minimum price that the seller is willing to accept for the 
item. 

11. (Currently amended) A computer program product in a computer readable media for use 
in a data processing system for matching a buyer and a seller of goods; the computer program 
product comprising: 

first instructions for receiving registration information a plurality of registrations f rom a 
plurality of respective r egistering [[user]] users, wherein th e registration infoim fttim each 
registration i ncludes a universal product code for [[an]] a respective ite m* an identification of the 
respective user, and a buv/sell indicator that indica tes whether the respective user is a seller or a 
buver for the respective item: [[and]] 

second instructions for searching a database figflifrfofoR * he plurality of registrations for a 
complementary match when a first registration of the plurality of registrations is received, 
wherein the complementary match must co ntflinp fl yniyfrftfll pT ftduct code that is identical to the 
universal product code of the first registration and a buv/sell indicator that is opposite to the 
buv/sell indicator of the firs^ lustration; and 
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third instructions* responsive to identifying a match e d us e r, complementary match, f or 
notifying the user of the matcVw herein th e universal product code of th e item in. th e matoh e d 
user exactly matohoa the univofool product code of th e item identifi e d by the regiot e ring uoor. 

12/ (Cancelled) 

13. (Previously Presented) The computer program product as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
registering user is a seller and the instructions for identifying a matched user comprises 
conducting an auction at which multiple potential buyers competitively bid against one another 
with the matched user being designated winning potential buyer. 

14. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 13, wherein the winning 
potential buyer is a potential buyer offering the highest price for the item. 

15. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein the registering 
user is a buyer and the instructions for identifying a matched user comprise conducting a reverse 
auction in which a plurality of potential sellers bid to sell the item to the registering user with the 
matched user being a winning potential seller. 

16. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 15, wherein the winning 
potential seller is the potential seller offering a lowest selling price for the item. 

17. (Cancelled) 

1 8. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein the registering 
user is a buyer and the registration information includes a maximum price willing that the buyer 
is willing to pay for the item. 

19. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 1 1 4 wherein the registration 
information includes a description of the condition of the hem. 
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20. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein the registering 
user is a seller and the registration information includes a minimum price that the seller is willing 
to accept for the item. 

2L (Currently amended) A system for matching a buyer and a seller of goods; the system 
comprising: 

first means for receiving registration information from a registering uo e r» a plurality of 
registrations from a Plurality of respective users, wherein the rogiotration infomintion each 
registration includes a respective u niversal product code for [[an]] a respective item^an 
identification of the respective user, and a buv/sell indicator that indicates whether the respective 
user is a seller or a buyer for the respective item : and 

second means for searching a database containing the plurality of registrations for a 
compleme ntary match when a first registration of the plurality of registrations is received. 
wherein the complementary match must contains a universal product code that is iden tical to the 
universal product code of the first regis tration and a buv/sell indicator that is opposite to the ' 
buv/sell indicator pf the first registration: 

tMrd meiin« r responsive to identifying a matched ueegy <?9 ff WlffBl fffla*v match, f or 
notifying the user of the match, wherein the univ e rsal product ood e of the item in th e matched 
uoer e xactly matohoo tho universal product ood e of th e horn identifie d ^ the registering user . 

22. (Cancelled) 

23 . (Previously Presented) The system as recited in claim 2 1 , wherein the registering user is a 
seller and the means for identifying a matched user comprises conducting an auction at which 
multiple potential buyers competitively bid against one another with the matched user being 
designated winning potential buyer. 

24. (Original) The system as recited in claim 23, wherein the winning potential buyer is a 
potential buyer offering the highest price for the item. 
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25. (Original) The system as recited in claim 21 , herein the registering user is a buyer and 
the means for identifying a matched user comprise conducting a reverse auction in which a 
plurality of potential sellers bid to sell the item to the registering user with the matched user 
being a winning potential seller. 

26. (Original) The system as recited in claim 25, wherein the winning potential seller is the 
potential seller offering a lowest selling price for the item. 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Original) The system as cecited in claim 2 1 3 wherein the registering user is a buyer and 
the registration information includes a maximum price willing that the buyer is willing to pay for 
the item. 

29. (Original) The system as recited in claim 21 , wherein the registration information 
includes a description of the condition of the item. 

30. (Original) The system as recited in claim 2 1 , wherein the registering user is a seller and 
the registration information includes a minimum price that the seller is willing to accept for the 
item. 

3 1 . (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method of matching a buyer and a seller 
of goods; the method comprising: 

receiving, from a Aral uoo^ personal information and on indications of whether buying - og 
se»iag» at a Q ppUne site, a plurality of registrations, wherei n each registration include^ 
imivmal product code for a respective item, an identifica t ion of the respective user, and a 
buy/sell indicator that indicates whether the respective user is a seller or ahuver far the 

respective item, rannnijnp frnrw thn fiwnt nm* irfmrmn^nn K>* r* „ff rr qQ jj ffof Q ff cr 

deooribing o fiiut univ e rofll product cod e , a time period for which qnid foot offer the respective 
registration is valid, a condition of the resp ective itp q ^ and a price range specifying either a 
minimum selling price or a maximum buying price; 
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storing ooid information for the firat ofifo? the plurality of registrations i n a database; 

when a new registration of the plurality of registrations is received, d etermining a search 
string comprising said firs t a respective u niversal product code and [[said]] a respective price 
range for said new registration: 

searching said database for a complementary match tp w4 qew registration, said 
complementary match corresponding to a seller if the [[first]] respective new user is a buyer and 
corresponding to a buyer if the [[first]] respective new user is a seller, wherein said 
complementary match must have a second universal product code that is identical to said [[first]] 
respective universal product code for the new registration and an overlapping price range; 

if a complementary match is found, verifying that both offers remain valid under the time 
constraints placed by the firotuaoy new registration and a s» oond ufiftr tiqie constraint 
corresponding to said complementary match and, if necessary, verifying that any condition and 
quantity constraints are met; 

if a complementary match is found, sending a notice of said match to the ffart user and to 
oaid o a oond uoor respective new user and the user corresponding to the complementary matcb 
and removing said first off e r new registration a nd said complementary match are r e mov e d from 
said database; and 

if a complementary match is not found, maintaining said new registration in said database 
while allowing said respective new user to modify said respective price range in correspondence 
to time spent in said database, wherein said first information new registration r emains in said 
database until a match is found or until said respective time period expires. 
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